Interfacing PC for mLan card. By ronjius

I've spent a long weekend with XP and an mLan card and I've finally cracked it.....at least 
its been working without fault for the last two days. This situation seems to be an 
exception rather than a rule so here is a summary of the steps that it took:

N.B.  No guarantees, this is what has worked for me and YMMV.
System Dell Inspiron 8200, 2GHz, 512K Ram.

1. Update Windows XP service pack #2 with its own fix: (see item 14 in the link below) it 
fixes the Firewire functionality that the SP2 update has broken.

     http://www.kbalertz.com/technology_349.aspx

2. Update to the latest drivers from: www.mlancentral.com 1.5.4 (as of Sept. '05)

It causes less cpu strain and a faster auto-connect.

3.CRITICAL! Use a firewire interface that works i.e  driver and chipset. 

Adaptec 1430 works for my DELL 8200.....YMMV given your particular circumstances. Do a 
search to see the ones to avoid.

4.Install latest drivers plus:

i) Turn off/disable ALL networking including 1394 network and wireless too.

ii) If using a laptop disable Speedstep technology in the bios setup.
    Also, place laptop power-setting to 'Always On'

iii) Control Panel Setting > System>Advanced>Performance>Settings>Advanced {set 
processor scheduling to "Background"}

iv) In mLan manager: Driver setup {set required speed to "Low Performance"}

Good luck.
