...Severe Weather Potential Late Tonight and 

Tomorrow Morning Across South Florida...

UPDATED 345 PM EDT April 5th

A strong low pressure system in the upper levels of the atmosphere over northern Mississippi and Alabama will help propel an area of thunderstorms currently over the northeastern Gulf of Mexico eastward toward the Florida peninsula tonight. Upper-level dynamics with this system will be stronger than with the system that moved through early this morning, as mid-level winds of 50 knots or greater should keep the line or cluster of storms intact as it approaches the area. 

This area of storms could reach the Florida west coast late tonight (shortly after midnight) and affect all of South Florida during the overnight and early morning hours of Friday. Based on latest thinking, the timing may be slightly later than indicated in the first briefing package. Right now timing looks to be sometime between midnight and 6 AM for west coast and Lake Okeechobee areas, and 6 AM to 11 AM for the east coast/metro areas. As always, the actual timing of the event could end up being slower or faster, so please allow for some variation in these times. 

Stable air in the wake of last night’s system has kept conditions quiet this afternoon, but a few storms may still develop later this afternoon/early this evening, mainly east of Lake Okeechobee. However, the main emphasis for potential severe weather is for late tonight and tomorrow morning. 

Potential Mainland South Florida Impacts:

Tornadoes:
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The Storm Prediction Center (SPC) in Norman, OK is forecasting a very low probability of tornadoes late tonight and tomorrow morning. These very low probabilities shown above are mainly for Collier, Hendry and Glades counties. This corresponds to a low potential impact, but an isolated tornado cannot be totally ruled out anywhere across the area.

Wind:

[image: image2.png]Wind Probabiliy Lsgend (in %)

SHll 1500 30l ¢sHl coll siolll





SPC is forecasting a low probability of severe wind gusts (58+ mph) across all of South Florida late tonight and tomorrow morning, with the highest probabilities again around Lake Okeechobee and southwest Florida. This corresponds to a moderate impact for strong wind gusts of 58 mph or greater with any lines of storms that hold together as they move onshore the west coast overnight. Primary impact would be downed trees and power lines. 

Hail:
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Low probabilities for severe hail (1 inch or greater diameter) exist across all of South Florida, primarily late tonight and tomorrow morning. This corresponds to a low to moderate impact. 

In addition to the SPC information above, please consult our local potential impact graphics throughout the day and evening here: http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mfl/hazards/.

